
10th June 2022

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Our first week back has flown by with activities and opportunities for our young
people alongside the continuation of Year 11 examinations.

The next six weeks are filled with a range of fantastic events which will involve
many of our wider community (including parents and carers). As an example, I
am delighted to announce that our local MP Sir Graham Brady will be opening
our summer fair on Saturday 25th June You may have seen Sir Graham recently as
he chairs the highly influential 1922 Committee. This event is sure to be a real hit
as we raise funds for the Ukraine.

Other events over the coming weeks include:

GCSE Art Exhibition Evening 15th June
Sixth Form Prom 17th June
Summer Fair 25th June
Year 11 Prom 1st July
2023 Sixth Form Launch 13th July

(more details and invitations to follow)

Next Thursday is Clean Air Day, a national campaign to highlight the issue of air pollution in the UK (and
elsewhere). The WHO and UK government recognise that air pollution is the largest environmental health risk
we face today, with 97% of the UK above safe rates according to WHO limits. This is a real problem for schools
in big cities like Manchester. Have a look at the air quality report site https://addresspollution.org/ to see the
air quality at your address. Our school rating is high, like many of the schools in cities in the UK. It’s also worth
noting that this isn’t just pollution from exhausts, but particulates from the wheels of cars.

It’s an issue we can all play a role in addressing, whether by taking
individual steps to reduce our own emissions or by pressuring local and
national authorities to take action. How could you take part? Walk to
school? Ride your bike? Take public transport? Ashton-on-Mersey staff
living in Urmston enjoyed a great walk across the meadows before half
term and will be doing the same on Thursday. Let us know what you’ve
done to make the air a little cleaner on Clean Air Day!

For more info, watch this video 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJdSxc5AwSU) or visit the website 
https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/campaigns/clean-air-day

Clean Air Day 16 June 2022

https://addresspollution.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJdSxc5AwSU
https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/campaigns/clean-air-day


Fantastic raffle prizes
Overnight stay for two, donated by Mellors Catering Services

Manchester United replica shirt signed by members of the 1st team season 20/21

Trafford Centre vouchers, donated by Slater Heelis Solicitors, Sale

Sale Sharks signed shirt

Framed boxing glove signed by Mike Tyson, donated by DMS Group

Green Thumb voucher

Petite Modes voucher

Dutch Courage voucher

Sale Community Fitness – 1 month voucher

Football Fun Factory – 1 week holiday club voucher for 1 child

Sorento Pizza voucher

Bianco Pizza & Coffee voucher

Bean & Brush voucher

The Buck Inn voucher

If you are able to donate a
bottle of wine for the
water/wine stall, please
drop it at main reception –
thank you!

Tombola donations – w/c 13th June

Year 7 – please bring in packaged chocolate
Year 8 – please bring in packaged sweets

There’s Krispy Kreme doughnuts for the form that brings in the most! Thank you for your support.

A huge thank you to everyone who has donated a raffle prize and to Bargain Booze for 
donating bottles of wine. If you are able to donate, please email: 

kategriffin@aom.trafford.sch.uk



Assistant Headteacher – Mr Spencer

GCSE Bonus Boost Revision Sessions w/c 6th June 2022

As we begin our final half term of the year, I think it is a great opportunity to reflect
on some of our successes across KS3.

In Year 8 12 pupils have been completing a project called the ‘Brilliant Club’, which
introduces young people to university education. We had a fantastic set of results,
with 75% of our cohort achieving a 1st or 2:1 classification on their project. All pupils
were invited to a presentation evening at the University of Manchester where they
got to celebrate their successes in style!

The Year 9 pathways process has been completed now and has been another success. With over 20 subjects
on offer we have a varied and exciting curriculum available for our young learners which will prepare them for
Post-16 study, whether that be with us in our newly expanded sixth form provision or at a location of their
choice. If your child has any queries regarding their options, please contact me at the school and I can advise
on the best options available.

It has been a pleasure this year to watch the new shoots of growth emerge as we move to a world post Covid
and we have a range of exciting events upcoming where people can come together. Our summer
extracurricular timetable continues to grow and our summer timetable is available on the website. Year 8 will
compete in their first full Sports Day on the 8th July and the Summer Fair on 25th June will bring everybody in
a spirit of celebration and fundraising for the conflict in Ukraine - a fitting end to an excellent year.



MFL

Additional language GCSEs

This year, we have entered a number of Key Stage 4 pupils
for GCSEs in languages other than Spanish. It has been
wonderful to see pupils excelling in other languages which
they have been working at independently and outside of
their usual timetable to achieve additional qualifications.

As a faculty we have supported pupils in their
preparations for GCSEs in Italian, French, Turkish, German,
Chinese and Urdu and we are extremely confident that all
pupils concerned will achieve their full potential in these
additional languages.

Culture Pods – Gender Equality

Our gender equality group has been working hard to create a whole school questionnaire on sexism for all of
our pupils. We are keen to explore the experiences of our young people so that we can help to address issues of
sexism. Our aim is to empower our pupils to recognise the signs of prejudice and discrimination and then to be
able to challenge it. Everyday sexism is often normalised and dismissed, but we don’t accept this. For as long as
this is the case, there is nothing to stop this type of sexism escalating into more serious forms. We strive to
make a positive difference to our school, raise awareness and ultimately create a more equal and safe society.

We are also looking to attend the GM4WOMEN2028 conference in Manchester, in July. The ‘Dialogue Deeds
and Determination’ meeting will mark the anniversary of the Equal Franchise Act of 1928, which granted equal
voting rights for men and women. If you are interested in joining the conversation to make Greater Manchester
a better place for women and girls please visit Eventbrite.co.uk for your free tickets!



English

We were thrilled to have over 50 entries from across all year groups to our writing competition in celebration of 
the Queen’s Jubilee. Our Year 10 Subject Leaders worked hard to select the final three and then there was 
great deliberation over the 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. 

First Prize was awarded to Pearl in Year 7 for her poem “What it means to be Royal” and this poem is attached 
to the newsletter. It is a thoroughly positive poem and provides a lovely insight into the Queen as a person. 
Well done Pearl! The £20 Amazon voucher and Jubilee book were presented before we finished for half term. 

Second Prize was awarded to Ella in Year 7 for her poem “Her” which contained some sophisticated vocabulary 
choices and conveyed a positive, strong message. Ella won a £15 Amazon voucher and Jubilee book. 

Third prize went to Isla in Year 7 for her essay titled “What it takes to be a leader” a thought provoking essay 
indeed.

Keep an eye out for future competitions as there will be more. We enjoy promoting writing for pleasure and 
very much enjoy being able to reward pupils in this way. 

Well done to the Year 11 pupils who came into school over May half term
to do some guided revision with Miss Roberts and Miss Lockwood for their
GCSE exams, and well done to those who have been attending our ‘Bonus
Boost’ revision sessions the day before examinations.

It is clear to see that our Year 11 pupils are working tirelessly and the
entire English Department wishes them the very best of luck.



PE News
Year 10 GCSE Dance Workshop

Year 10 GCSE Dance pupils took part in a brilliant creative dance workshop this week led by the professional
dance company 'Emergence'. All of the pupils worked really hard and impressed all of the dancers and their
director. Well done girls !

Girls Trafford School’s Athletics Event

The PE department took 40 pupils to the Trafford Girls Athletics Tournament this week. This was the first 
event of it’s kind for 2 years, it involved 14 schools across the borough and the girl’s represented Ashton on 
Mersey amazingly. It was a long day for all involved, which saw some mixed weather and a variety of pupils 
from Years 7-10 took part in running, jumping and throwing events.  Thank you to those parents who came 
to watch, we appreciate your continued support.

Success of the day include:

YEAR 9:
Chloe – 4th overall in 300m
Izzy /Grace – 4th overall in 800m
Izzy – 4th overall in Long Jump

YEAR 8:
Belvyne – 1st in 100m (in her heat)
Caitlyn /Bella – 3rd overall in 300m
Belvyne /Poppie – 4th overall in 100m

YEAR 7:
Taliah – 1st in 200m (in her heat)
Olivia /Carys – 1st overall in 100m
Year 7 Relay Team – 2nd overall
Lola – 2nd overall in 1500m
Florrie – 3rd overall in Long Jump
Olivia – 3rd overall in Discus

YEAR 10:
It was lovely to see a strong turn out from Year 10 pupils as they approach a pivotal stage within their 
education. The girls worked brilliantly as a team and a special well done to Samara who placed 3rd overall in 
200m, alongside Sophie who placed 3rd overall in 1500m.

The year 7 team also finished in 2nd place overall for their 
whole event – massive congratulations to those girls!!



PE News

Year 9 Rounders

The Year 9 Rounders team got this year’s season off to a
flying start this year with a fantastic win against BTH. The
girls caught 5 out of their 9 players out in the first
innings and played exceptionally well. The final score
was 8.5 to BTH, 23.5 to AOM – Keep up the good work
girls and best of luck you’re your upcoming tournament
next Thursday.

Year 7 Rounders

The Year 7 Rounders team played their first match on
Thursday against BTH school. After a heavy downpour,
the rain held off and we managed to get a great game of
rounders in. An array of skills shown by all of the team
from numerous fantastic catches being taken, to
amazing batting and great team work to secure an
impressive first match win of 16 rounders to 5 ½
rounders. Players of the match voted by the opposition
was Taliah and Carys.

OAA programme

On the final session this week, the group completed team-
building games and canoeing. As they had already done
canoeing before, this time they were able to demonstrate
an improved ability and play games such as ‘rescue the
paddle’.

Over the weeks, the groups has done canoeing, kayaking,
team-building, fire-building, tent building as well as a range
of different games. The next step for the group is to
participate in an over night residential camp. More
information regarding this will follow in due course once
staff have finalised next steps. A letter with all of the
information will be sent home this half-term.

A huge well done to everyone who has committed and
taken part in the programme, we hope you have enjoyed it,
learnt new skills and developed your confidence and team-
work skills. Finally, a big thank you to Miss Lloyd and Miss
Aikenhead for supporting the group every week.



PE Extra-curricular timetable for June-July 2022



Star of the week

Ellie Tomlinson, Year 7– Outstanding effort in preparing her revision notes for the end of year exams.  Ellie 
you are a superstar!  Miss. Mercer

Pearl Henshaw, Year 7 – Coming 1st place in the Jubilee writing competition in English.  Mrs. Dunleavy

Jack Richardson, Year 8  – Positive attitude to learning in Spanish.  Mr. Kay

Tom Lunn, Year 8– Positive attitude to learning in MFL.  Mrs. Esgaio

Doruk Sonmez, Year 10 – For making an excellent start with the new social influence topic in 
Psychology! Mrs. Doleman

Alexis Burns, Year 10 – Excellent exam results in Geography.  Mr. Kavanagh

Bethany Harrison, Year 7 – Outstanding effort and focus in Science. Well done! . Dr.
Crascall

Oliver Webster, Year 10 Excellent exam results in Geography.  Mr. Kavanagh

Lydia Roberts, Year 10 – Excellent exam results in Geography. Mr. Kavanagh

Isabelle Legerton, Year 10 – Isabelle is, not only, the first to complete her 
coursework but she has also achieved a grade above her target. This is due to the 
hard work that she puts into every lesson and the self motivation that drives her 
to complete everything to the highest standards in Business Studies. 
Congratulations  Mr. Pryce

Chloe Ferris, Year 9 – Willingness to support Year 9 Athletics team 
by stepping in at the last minute to compete in events that others 
could not in PE! The PE Department

Sam Darwin, Year 8 – Great focus and effort in Science lesson.  Well done 
keep up the hard work!




