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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Half term is here and I am delighted to say that Year 11 have approached their
exams with real maturity and dedication. I have spoken to many pupils who have
left examination halls with beaming smiles, confidently expressing how their hard
work is paying off. Half term school is available next week and I would continue to
encourage all pupils to prioritise examinations over the coming weeks. Success in
these examinations will be the passport to post 16 choice.

Finally, I wish to thank all parents and carers for supporting our standards drive
this week. I strongly believe that being well presented and fully equipped for
school promotes strong learning habits. When we return after the break we will
continue to insist that all pupils meet our schools high expectations. Every
member of this school community is focused on our mission statement
of “Together, we will be the best we can be.”

I hope you have all enjoyed reading our newsletter this half term. It continues to
lead the way in terms of quality. It has become a real point of contact for our
school community alongside its core purpose of celebrating school life here at
Ashton on Mersey. Have a great half term.
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Pupil News

Amy, a Year 8 pupil was crowned 
champion at the IDTA National 
Championships, earning the title of U12s 
Ballroom Champion

Year 11 pupil Harry represented Wales in the Four 
Nations basketball tournament in Dundee. Harry has 
been awarded a scholarship in the USA to study and 
play basketball in September.

Kishan a Year 10 pupil won gold at the Irish 
Bouldering championships 2022. Kishan also 
qualified for the International Speed 
competitions and is hoping to represent GB in 
Europe/USA 

Molly, a Year 10 pupil had the amazing 
opportunity through air cadets to fly a plane 
over Blackpool as a guest pilot at RAF 
Woodvale.  What an amazing experience!

We love hearing about all the great achievements from our pupils outside of school. 
Have you seen the #GoodNewsFriday posts from @thedeantrust on Twitter?

If your child has any successes to share, please email kategriffin@aom.trafford.sch.uk

Here are a few highlights from this half term:

mailto:kategriffin@aom.trafford.sch.uk


It has been such a pleasure over the past week to visit our partner primary
schools to meet our incoming Year 6 pupils. They are so keen to start and we
have been discussing what they will be undertaking during their upcoming
transition days, which will include a mix of lessons, sport and meeting the Year 7
form tutors. Many pupils had a variety of questions eluding to life at Ashton on
Mersey school and are now eager to come along and get going on their transition
to secondary school.
Future news on transition events will be communicated to pupils and parents in
the near future. Keep your eyes open for information that will also be posted on
the school’s website.

Assistant Headteacher – Dr Fox

GCSE Bonus Boost Revision Sessions w/c 6th June 2022

Our learning support team have been busy again, supporting Year 11 pupils during their GCSE exams. Pupils
have been so diligent in the exams giving their all. The learning support team have also been busy supporting
our Year 11 pupils at the extra exam booster sessions too, ensuring all of our pupils are fully prepared for their
exams.

Our annual review process has now moved onto Year
10, with Year 8’s to follow soon. For all SEND
queries, please email; sen@aom.trafford.sch.uk or
call 0161 973 1179 ext *2231

Finally, we have nearly completed the posters for our
‘Corridor of culture’ which should be completed after
half term. This corridor will showcase our culture
pods and how pupils have and can help shape the
schools and wider community.



Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh: The Hope Valley, Derbyshire 

A group of Year 9 pupils completed the practice expedition for the Duke of Edinburgh Award in the Hope

Valley, just outside Castleton. The aim was to demonstrate the qualities and skills that they would need if

they were to survive in the countryside.

They demonstrated excellent team building skills, great resilience and maturity for such a young group. The

pupils completed two days of walking and navigating up and down hills, along rivers and through villages.

They also learnt how to pitch tents and cook using traditional methods. Overall the 37 pupils really enjoyed

the challenge and feel well prepared for the actual assessment expedition.

Mr Kelly, Team Leader



Humanities

Geography Trip News

The Geography department are pleased to announce we are running an overseas trip to Sorrento in April 2023.
Pupils will have the opportunity to climb Mt. Vesuvius, explore the ancient Roman ruins of Pompeii, visit the
beautiful Amalfi coast and undertake a pizza making class. Pupils will learn about the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius
in 79 A.D and understand why people still live in the shadow of a such a destructive volcano.

This trip is a fantastic chance for our current 9 pupils who have chosen to take GCSE Geography to enhance
their learning outside of the classroom. The four day trip will be open to 40 pupils and we encourage you to
secure your child’s place as soon as possible. Further details will be emailed soon and if you have any questions
please speak to Miss Horridge

Exam Updates 

Both History and Geography have completed one examination so far and both have two more exams to 
go.  Below are revision ideas for the next History and Geography papers. 

Geography

Paper 2 Tuesday 7th June pm 

Urban Issues Section A  – Urbanisation
Rio de Janeiro 
Manchester UK case study 
Sustainable urban development Freiburg

Economic Challenges Section B – Development Gap
Nigeria – Newly Emerging Economy 
Changing UK Economy 



Humanities – Useful GCSE exam revision topics

History - 9th June

The USA, 1954-1975: Conflict at home and abroad

Key topic 1: The development of the civil rights movement, 1954–60
1 The position of black Americans in the early 1950s
2 Progress in education
3 The Montgomery Bus Boycott and its impact, 1955–60
4 Opposition to the civil rights movement

Key topic 2: Protest, progress and radicalism, 1960–75
1 Progress, 1960–62
2 Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65
3 Malcolm X and Black Power, 1963–70
4 The civil rights movement, 1965–75

Key topic 3: US involvement in the Vietnam War, 1954–75
1 Reasons for US involvement in the conflict in Vietnam,1954–63
2 Escalation of the conflict under Johnson
3 The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68
4 Changes under Nixon, 1969–73

Key topic 4: Reactions to, and the end of, US involvement in Vietnam, 1964–75
1 Opposition to the war
2 Support for the war
3 The peace process and end of the war
4 Reasons for the failure of the USA in Vietnam

History - 16th June 

Option B1: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88

Key topic 1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060–66
1: Anglo-Saxon society
2: The last years of Edward the Confessor and the succession crisis
3: The rival claimants for the throne
4: The Norman invasion

Key topic 2: William I in power: securing the kingdom, 1066–87
1: Establishing control
2: The causes and outcomes of Anglo-Saxon resistance,1068–71
3: The legacy of resistance to 1087
4: Revolt of the Earls, 1075

Key topic 3: Norman England, 1066–88
1: The feudal system and the Church
2: Norman government
3: The Norman aristocracy
4: William I and his sons



Business Studies

A local entrepreneur talks to Year 11 Business students

We were very lucky to have a number of sessions delivered to our
Year 11 Business students by the managing director of a local
accountancy firm. Steve Price very kindly offered a large amount
of his time to talk to our students to motivate them to consider all
of the elements involved in creating their own business. Hearing
his story was very inspirational and gave the students all of the
information that they needed to complete their latest assignment.

Students were tasked with thinking of a business idea that they
could start-up in school. There was a broad range of ideas
including the expected sweets and drinks to the more unique hand
warmers and 1-2-1 football coaching. The students then had to
research all aspects of what would be involved in starting this
business, created promotional materials and worked out all of the
financial costings to set-up, survive and make profit. Then, they
had to prepare and deliver a pitch detailing their idea. When
delivering their pitch students needed to demonstrate excellent
communication skills. They had to look professional and talked
convincingly and passionately about their ideas. Throughout,
students had to refer to key business terminology and be prepared
to answer questions.

Aspiring Medics Group

Our Aspiring Medics group attended a careers workshop this week run by Meducators UK. The workshop was
delivered by medical professionals and was designed to provide pupils with a taster of what life is like in the
healthcare profession.

Some of the learning stations pupils took part in included heart auscultation, reflexes, x-ray interpretations and
doctor-patient relationships. Thank you to Ms Pirzada for organising this fantastic opportunity.

In Business Studies, students learn both the theory of setting up a business and find out about the reality of
doing so. Steve definitely brought this reality to life and we thank him for his time and the positive input that he
has made.



PE News

Tennis Coaching

A huge well done to all of those who have committed
and attended the tennis coaching sessions on a Tuesday
morning with Andy. We hope that you have enjoyed it!

A reminder that there will be the opportunity for 40
pupils to attend next half-term before school, all
information was sent out last week and the deadline to
sign up is Friday 27th May.

Girls Football

The U14 Girls Football team travelled to Avro FC to play
in the GMCSFA cup final. After being 1-0 up at half-time
and playing some fantastic football, Hazel Grove
managed to close the gap and equalise 1-1. The full time
whistle went at 1-1, which meant that the game led to
penalties. Unfortunately HG managed to win on
penalties allowing them to win the final. A huge well
done to all the team involved in the competition and the
rest of the season, a great performance in the final!

OAA Group

This week the OAA group headed to Walton Park to do
some more team-building games. They also did fire
building where they learnt about fire safety and were
shown how to light fires safely, they also got to play on a
‘drift-bike’. After half-term the group will head back to
the canal for some more water based activities.



PE Extra-curricular timetable for June-July 2022


